STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL OPEN MEETING
THURSDAY 21st May 2026 AT 7.30 PM
IN THE MEMORIAL HALL
Cllr Sonia Cade (Chair), Cllr Hilary Palmer, Cllr Helen Fookes, Cllr Maureen Steel, Cllr Tim Weaver, Cllr Lynne Seare, Cllr Julie Jackson
Dorset Cllrs Nick Ireland and Will Chakawhata 
Ros Dignan (CAB)
Sue Ratcliffe (Memorial Hall Committee)
22 Members of the public present.
1 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman, Cllr Cade, welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the Parish Councillors and guest speaker, Cllr Nick Ireland

Cllr Purtill and Cllr Croucher gave their apologies.

2 MINUTES OF 2025 ANNUAL OPEN PARISH MEETING

The minutes of the 2025 Annual Open Parish Meeting were approved and signed as a correct record.

3 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

All matters arising were covered within the Chairman's Annual Report.

4 ANNUAL REPORT OF PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR AND DISCUSSION
See Appendix 1. 
Public Questions and Comments:
· A question was raised regarding Steve Lazon and who he represented – this was West Country Water and Environment
· Residents commented on the campaign "Make Duller Lane Safe Again", which now has nearly 300 signatures.
· An explanation was provided regarding an Asset of Community Value (ACV), which gives the community an opportunity to bid for a property before it can be sold. This also stops the sale for a period of 6 months.
· The issue of the Walnut Tree Field noticeboard was raised and will be followed up. Residents commented positively on the appearance of the field following grass cutting.	

5. 	POLICE MATTERS
	No police present

6 GUEST SPEAKER – Cllr Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council

Cllr Ireland thanked the Parish Council for the invitation and provided an update on a range of issues affecting Dorset Council and local government. He outlined the continuing financial pressures facing councils, particularly in relation to Adult Social Care, Children's Services and SEND provision, noting that these account for a significant proportion of Dorset Council's expenditure.

An update was provided on the Dorset Local Plan. Cllr Ireland explained that sites included in previous consultations had been submitted by landowners and developers and that inclusion in the consultation did not indicate support for development. He noted that Dorset Council is working towards submission of the Local Plan later this year, with further consultation on preferred sites expected during July and August.

Cllr Ireland also reported on proposals for devolution and local government reorganisation, advising that Dorset Council continues to engage with town and parish councils through community conversations. He highlighted opportunities for greater local collaboration through neighbourhood governance arrangements.

Updates were provided on Dorset Council's climate and environmental initiatives, including the Home Habitats programme and the development of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, together with economic development projects such as Winfrith Enterprise Park and regeneration activity across the county.

Cllr Ireland outlined a number of major infrastructure projects, including investments in flood prevention and coastal protection. He welcomed the fact that Sturminster Marshall would be the subject of a Section 19 Flood Investigation following recent flooding events and advised that additional resources had been allocated to highway drainage maintenance.

Further updates were provided on the ongoing electoral boundary review, transport and highways matters including Julian's Bridge and the A31, Household Recycling Centre booking arrangements, the expansion of Dorset Council's 20mph programme, and support available for communities interested in Community Asset Transfers.

Questions and Discussion with Cllr Nick Ireland

Climate Change and White Mill
A resident asked whether Dorset Council could encourage the National Trust to investigate the potential for hydro-electric power generation at White Mill. It was suggested that such a scheme could provide renewable energy benefits whilst making use of an existing water resource.

Cllr Ireland responded that Dorset Council could raise the matter with the National Trust, although any decision would ultimately rest with the Trust and there may be practical and environmental constraints. Residents commented that there was frustration within communities when opportunities such as this appeared difficult to progress.

Section 19 Flood Investigation
A question was raised regarding the proposed Section 19 Flood Investigation Report for Sturminster Marshall and whether the work would be undertaken in conjunction with Wessex Water, given concerns about groundwater flooding in the village.
Cllr Ireland confirmed that the investigation would involve relevant agencies including Wessex Water and the Environment Agency to ensure that all contributing factors were considered.

Influence of Parish Council Planning Comments
Cllr Weaver expressed concern that decisions made by the Parish Council on planning applications did not appear to carry significant weight when applications were determined by Dorset Council. It was suggested that local knowledge and understanding of the village should have a greater influence on planning outcomes.
Cllr Ireland explained that the Parish Council is a statutory consultee and its comments are considered alongside those of residents and other consultees. He noted that planning officers assess all material considerations when making recommendations. Most planning applications are determined under delegated powers. Where a Parish Council objects to an application that officers recommend for approval, there is a process to determine whether the matter should be referred to the Planning Committee. However, the Parish Council's view does not predetermine the final outcome. He further noted that the current absence of a five-year housing land supply makes defending planning appeals more challenging for local authorities.
Residents reiterated the importance of local knowledge in decision-making and expressed concerns regarding the number and scale of planning proposals affecting the parish.

Julian's Bridge Traffic Trial
A resident raised questions regarding the forthcoming traffic management trial at Julian's Bridge. Questions focused on how the success of the trial would be measured, whether traffic counts would be undertaken and whether Dorset Council would monitor any increase in traffic through Sturminster Marshall and across White Mill Bridge as a consequence of the changes.
Residents highlighted existing concerns regarding traffic volumes and speeds through the village and noted that there is no safe pedestrian route out of the village in some locations because of traffic conditions.
Cllr Ireland advised that he would seek clarification regarding the monitoring arrangements associated with the trial. Cllr Chakawhata confirmed that discussions had already taken place with Dorset Council officers regarding traffic concerns in the area. Residents suggested that traffic monitoring on White Mill Bridge would provide useful evidence of any displacement effects resulting from the trial.

Dorset Local Plan
Residents expressed concern about the level of uncertainty created by the Local Plan consultation process and the number of sites that had been put forward for development in and around Sturminster Marshall. It was suggested that whilst Dorset Council had indicated that many sites would not be taken forward, residents remained concerned because there was no certainty over which sites would eventually be included.
Cllr Ireland explained that Dorset Council's role was to consult on all sites that had been submitted for consideration and that inclusion within the consultation did not indicate support for development. He noted that approximately 10,000 responses had been received during the consultation period and that no final decisions had yet been made regarding site allocations.
Cllr Ireland advised that Dorset Council faces significant challenges in meeting the Government's revised housing targets. He referred to difficulties experienced by other authorities, including Wiltshire, which had recently withdrawn its Local Plan. He stated that Dorset Council hoped to progress its Local Plan before further changes to national planning policy take effect and emphasised that having an adopted Local Plan would provide greater certainty and stronger planning policies than the current position.


6. ANNUAL REPORT OF DORSET COUNCILLOR

Cllr Chakawhata provided an update on a range of local issues affecting the parish and wider ward. He advised that the forthcoming traffic management trial at Julian's Bridge would be closely monitored and noted that road safety remains a significant area of casework. He also provided an update on ongoing discussions with National Highways regarding the A31 and acknowledged continuing concerns relating to traffic volumes and road safety.
Cllr Chakawhata highlighted the importance of active travel and agreed to pursue concerns regarding pedestrian safety on Mill Lane. He also referred to road safety issues on Blandford Road and noted that the relevant authorities continue to review evidence to inform future measures.

Flooding remains a significant concern across the ward. Cllr Chakawhata welcomed confirmation that a Section 19 Flood Investigation Report would be undertaken for Sturminster Marshall and encouraged consideration of measures to improve community and property resilience to future flood events.

On planning matters, Cllr Chakawhata acknowledged local concerns regarding development proposals and confirmed his support for the Parish Council in representing residents' views. He also confirmed his support for the application to register the Golf Club as an Asset of Community Value.

Cllr Chakawhata spoke about the importance of community engagement and praised the strong community spirit within the parish, highlighting the contribution made by local volunteers and organisations. He also encouraged residents to participate in consultations relating to the ongoing electoral boundary review.

In closing, Cllr Chakawhata said that he looked forward to continuing to work with residents and the Parish Council on local issues. A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Chakawhata for his support during the year and for his continued work on behalf of the community.

7 REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Sturminster Marshall First School – no report

Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB): 

	Ros Dignan provided an update on the work of Citizens Advice and the support 	available to local residents. She explained that Citizens Advice is a free, independent 	and confidential service offering advice and practical assistance on a wide range of 	issues, including energy costs, housing, employment and welfare matters.
	Ros advised that the local service is supported by approximately 40 volunteers and 	can be accessed through offices, by telephone, email and, where required, home 	visits. She noted that Citizens Advice had previously operated an outreach bus within 	the parish but that take-up had been limited. The organisation is considering a future 	trial of the service and would welcome support in promoting its availability to local 	residents.
	Information leaflets were made available at the meeting. Ros thanked the Parish 	Council for its ongoing support of Citizens Advice and its assistance in raising 	awareness of the service.
	During discussion, representatives from the Church suggested that Citizens Advice 	may wish to attend a future community drop-in session. Ros welcomed the 	suggestion and agreed that further discussions would take place regarding potential 	outreach opportunities within the parish.

Memorial Hall – see Appendix 2

8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· A resident from Railway Drive complimented the organisation of the recent BBQ on the Green event.
· Concern was raised regarding declining pupil numbers at Sturminster Marshall First School and the future sustainability of the school.
· It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the school to request current pupil roll information and copy the correspondence to Cllr Weaver.	

The Meeting closed at 9.20 pm


Appendix 1

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2025 /2026

Ladies and Gentlemen, fellow Councillors guests and Members of the Public.  Another Year has passed by, and it does not seem like five minutes ago I was presenting the last Report.

I am pleased to say that the Parish Council now has a full complement of Councillors. On two occasions this year, we even had to hold votes to appoint new Councillors because we received more applications than available spaces. That is extremely encouraging and shows that many people care deeply about our community and want to play an active role in serving it.

The main issue that has affected the Parish this year is the extensive flooding which took place in January, mainly caused by ground and surface water flooding with the aquafers reaching saturation point. As many of you know Sturminster Marshall is a village built on springs. Flooding within the village is usually fluvial, but when you put the two together, which is becoming a regular occurrence the flooding within the village is exacerbated. The areas which were most affected were around the Newton Road crossroads, on the A350, Newton Road itself, Straight Mile, King Street, and Church Street. Around nine properties were flooded inside, with some residents still not back in their properties because extensive building works to make them habitable again are taking place. With this flooding came the leaking of sewers again! This was very disappointing because Wessex Water had been and relined and sealed more sewers within the last year. We are expected to have more homes, what pressure will that put on the system? Also affected by the flooding were Coombe Almer and Mapperton. The council have a dedicated flood warden team with Cllr Helen Fookes acting as the Parish Council link. There is  an Emergency Flood Plan in place, running alongside this the Council is an Emergency Plan which covers other emergency events, this is in the process of being updated. The memorial hall within these plans is named as a designated refuge centre. Dorset Council also include the Memorial Hall within their Emergency Plan too.   A flood Resilience meeting was organised by the Parish Council with Wessex Water, the Environment Agency and Dorset Council in attendance, it was very well attended by Parishioners and lots of questions were answered. Following on from this Dorset Council are writing a Section 19 report on the village flooding.  Please remember if you are a riparian owner remember to keep your ditches clear.  The Council no longer take any responsibility. The drain at the end of Jubilee way at its junction with the high street, has been upgraded and repaired, so far this appears to be working.

August saw the release of the Dorset Local Plan consultation, which included multiple proposed development sites within Sturminster Marshall and caused significant concern amongst residents. In response, the Parish Council held a public drop-in session to give residents the opportunity to view the proposals and discuss their concerns. Following this, the Council took the decision to appoint an independent planning consultant to prepare the Parish Council’s response to the Local Plan. This was considered important to ensure the Council submitted the strongest and most robust response possible on behalf of the community.

A petition was received from around 50 residents regarding the safety of crossing the A31 at the Dullar Lane junction. This was due to it being poorly maintained and overgrown hedges reducing the visibility for cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles.  After a meeting with Highways England the problem was resolved by them, and the landowners. This problem is occurring again and another petition is being organised.  The deterioration of the A31 at Almer was also reported. Meetings have been held with the Highways Officer for Sturminster Marshall covering issues such as overgrown Hedges, Missing road signs, White Lines, Pot Holes to name a few.

We have actively pursued obtaining a blanket 20mph zone for the village. We held a consultation and received had 150 responses. 65% in Favour. 11% in favour of specific roads and 25% not in favour. We have now moved onto the next stage and expect to see another consultation if approved, to the next step of being considered.  Last year we also met with Dorset Highways to discuss Road Safety issues at Jubliee Cross, where Wimborne Road and Rushall Lane meets the A350. Dorset Council have just released that they will be investigating to lower the speed limit along a short stretch to 40mph. Which is good news.
The Police and Crime commissioner David Sidwick released an initiative to Place Please Slow Down signs in areas where cars tend to travel fast. Newton Road was successful in having one placed here.  He also sent a letter of apology for the Polices not attending the Open Meeting last year.

We held our annual litter pick in April which was well attended and again not as much litter was collected, which is good news. Maybe it has something to do with the new litter signs which have been placed around the village. Last year a litter bin was asked for on the corner of High Street by the mini roundabout we looked into this it was going to cost £220 for the bin, plus £6.21 each time it was emptied. It was debated and decided not to move forward with the request. The bins used to be emptied and provided for free.  This is a sign of devolution taking place.

Only minor issues were picked up on the Play area inspection. The fence needed welding back together and the surface needed re-laying in certain areas, this has all been carried out. The electric box which was within the play area has now been moved to the outside of the fence, and caped off. It can still be used in the future if needed. A hole appeared in Churchill Close Green, luckily this was not a sink hole, but a collapsed redundant drain, and was promptly repaired because it was on one of the football pitches. The Holm Oak or as many of you know it as The Broccoli Tree which had stood in Churchill Close for many years lost a branch. The Housing Association Had It inspected and for safety reasons it was felled.

The WI bench which was placed at the end of Millmoor to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee in 2012 had rotted beyond repair. A new Bench is on order to replace this. Maintenance has also been carried out on other benches around the village. The stocks have been repaired; We are very grateful to the guides cleaning the Book Box, they did a brilliant job. In partnership with the church, we organised the remembrance Sunday service. The Maypole needs replacing for next year. We have managed to obtain through SSE a brand-new pole for free, which should last 50 years, but when the paper work came through one of the conditions was that it could not be load baring. This would then invalidate the insurance if the weather vane was placed back on the top. This has put us in a dilemma. The weather vane sits on top of the pole and is one of the main features of Maypole Green. We need to find a solution. We could be getting a Structural Engineer to look at it to see if it could weight bare, or source a tree trunk just a couple of ideas. Your thoughts and Ideas would be most welcome. 

Two environmental projects have taken place within the last year. Dorset Council offered to install an electrical charge point with two plug ins for free. The Memorial Hall car park was chosen as the location. A percentage of the fees will go to the Memorial Hall. Cllr Jackson led a “Grow at Home Scheme” distributing vegetable and sunflower seeds to local residents. The School and the Guides also participated in the scheme. All trying to see who can grow the tallest sunflower. What a great initiative. 

Dorset Council have decided to relinquish some of their assets. The Parish Council were asked if they would like to take on any of the ones in Sturminster Marshall. We have expressed an interest of ownership of Charborough Green. We are awaiting an outcome. If the process is the same as Churchill Close, we may have to wait 6 years.  We are also updating the lease on the Memorial Hall, because the old lease could not be found. To write a new lease has involved tracking down the descendants of the original Trustees, we were luckily enough to find one still alive, who lives in the area and was a solicitor, so has an understanding of the process. An added expense for the Council is having to employ a Solicitor to write the new lease.  In the past we were able to call on Dorset Council legal department to help, how times change.

The Defibrillator which is on the Memorial Hall wall will have to be replaced next year, as they only have a 10-year life span.  The residents of Jubilee cross have expressed an interest to have one there. The garage owner is happy for it to be sited on his wall, we applied to the British Heart Foundation for a grant, but did not fit their criteria to qualify for a grant. We are looking for other channels to raise money for this.

Alison has been busy updating and creating new Policies for the Council to adopt. In all we have 30 Policies.  She has put us forward for the Bronze Award Scheme.  This will recognise that the Council operates Nationally to Standards of Governance, transparency and accountability, to enhance Public Confidence and help with Grant Funding applications. We have supported A group of concerned villagers who have applied for an ACV for the golf club. Which should ensure its protection. 

An independent ward Parish Boundary review is going to take place, and next year there will be a Parish Boundary review. The Parish Council will have the opportunity to review our boundary.  We have heard that the people who live at Jubilee Cross, which is within our Parish feel more connected to Lytchett Matravers, and possibly would like the boundary changed.  We have not received any correspondence from these residents regarding this. If and when we do this may be something that will be looked into at the Parish Boundary review. One of the outcomes would be that we lose properties within the Parish, in turn the precept money received would be less.  

The Planning Committee under the Chairmanship of Cllr Helen Fookes have looked at 27 different types of Planning Applications and 4 Tree Applications. This is down again on the previous year where we looked at 22 applications and 10 tree applications.  Seven of these applications have been Variation of Condition. This is where the application has been granted with conditions, but the applicant wishes to change them. In my eyes this makes a farce of the Planning System. The conditions were put there for a reason. Steve Lazon from West Country Water and Environment came and spoke to the council in September, as I reported he would at the last Annual Open Meeting, on strategic solutions to prevent water shortages in the future. They are looking into recycling water from Creekmoor and putting it back into the water system. At the present time this water goes into the English Channel. They propose transferring water to the Wessex Water site at Corfe Mullen, constructing a new recycling plant. A proportion of this would then be discharged into the Stour at near drinking quality through wet land beds. Then a pipe will take more of the water up to the Pumping Station on the A350 north of Sturminster Marshall, and the same process will happen and the water released into the stour behind the pumping station. The water will then be abstracted at Longham where it will be treated again and go back into the Wessex Water system. Environmental surveys have already taken place in our Parish. A planning application is to be submitted in 2027 and construction to begin in 2030. We have received £6,000 of CIL monies this year which has to be spent on infrastructure, and has to be spent within 5 years. Enforcement Actions are no longer to be recorded and go onto the agenda. We were consulted regarding a new name for the development where the Churchill Arms stood, this is now called Churchill Gardens.   

I would like to thank Alison our Clerk, who is invaluable to our Parish, and Cllr. Helen Fookes who stepped down as School Governor. Helen put so much of her time into this position, she was an asset to the school with her knowledge in Education. But lastly not forgetting all the Councillors who serve on the Parish Council and give their time for free.  This concludes my report.  Are there any Questions?

Appendix 2 – Memorial Hall Committee Report

Good evening everyone,   I am pleased to give you an update on the activities and events happening here at the Memorial Hall. And to introduce myself.
I am Sue Ratcliffe, the new Chair of Trustees. I am from Poole and my career has been in education management.  We moved to the village 5 years ago.
Working with a small group of 7 dedicated local people,  we are the Board of Trustees, formed just about a year ago!  Our job is to manage operations at the Hall.   
In the last few months, I would like to highlight two recent successes. 

Towards the end of last year,  we successfully launched a new website, complete with a more modern logo and direct access to our online booking system, making bookings simpler.
However, I would suggest our major achievement to date is the final refurbishment of our kitchen, completed just two months ago, and achieved after a lot of hard work and fund raising since 2019. It is appropriate to thank Barbara Beaves for her dogged determination and never giving up with raising funds to the end.  The kitchen, complete with a new dishwasher, fridge and washing machine provides modern hygienic facilities available to all.  The Project was finalised by receipt of two grants, the first from the late Queen's platinum Jubilee Village Halls Fund and from our Parish Council, with sincere thanks.

Life has not been all positives however,  over the past year, we have had to work hard to fund  some considerable repairs to the building, including significant repairs to the roof and boilers.  Sadly these will be ongoing as we acknowledge a building now approaching 30 years old, and needing ongoing maintenance.  We are trying hard to find appropriate funding sources, including applying for grants, and keeping hire charges under review as well as continuing to explore a solar panels project, hoping to reduce our electricity  costs.

We have a Bridge Evening on thev 23rd June and are also working hard to secure support from the Corfe Mullen Youth Trust to provide future regular provision for young people at the Hall.  
I would like to invite you  to join us for our own Annual Meeting on 9 July, when . Caro Hart from Dorset Community Action will be our keynote speaker. 

Our new Kurling Kit (which is curling without the ice!)  is becoming popular, being enjoyed by all ages on Monday evenings and Tuesday afternoons.  

And finally,  if anyone is interested in joining us. We  are looking to future proof our Trustee group, by appointing a couple of new members.  please talk to me afterwards.  Thank you. 

