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	STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council on Thursday 2nd April 2026 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall
Present: Chair Cllr S Cade, Cllr L Seare, Cllr M Steel, Cllr H Fookes, Cllr T Weaver, Cllr J Jackson, Cllr J Croucher
Also in attendance: Mrs A Clothier (Parish Clerk), 
Cllrs were thanked for attending the litter pick which was very successful.
Apologies – Members of the Council.
Cllr H Palmer, Cllr L Purtill and Dorset Councillor W Chakawhata gave their apologies, and these were accepted.
dECLARations of interest
There were none.
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC – no members of the public were present.
POLICE REPORT
No police report. Cllr Cade was invited to a meeting with the Police and other local Town and Parish Councillors, but it was very short notice and she was unable to attend. 
MINUTES

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 5th March 2026 were approved as true record of the meeting.
MATTERS ARISING

A report from the Clerk which had been circulated and is attached to these minutes as Appendix 1. Ongoing issues from the Clerks Report are:

i. Memorial Hall Registration
ii. Defibrillator at Jubilee Cross
AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

i. Playground – litter was reported at the play ground. The monthly report was given and no issues identified – the sun dial is now visible. 
ii. Churchill Close Green –  
a. Electrical Box – this work is now complete. 
iii. Maypole – the contractor has been chased for an installation date. 
Action: Clerk to contact Cllr Purtill to ensure arrangements for informing local residents have been finalised.
iv. Memorial Hall – 
a) To discuss the Memorial Hall registration and lease – The registration and lease of the Memorial Hall were discussed. A grant application for £27,500 has been submitted, with the form signed by the Chair of the Parish Council. A meeting is scheduled for 8 April to discuss the lease arrangements and the business plan.
v. To report on progress of the repair of WI bench at Millmoor – The installation cost is £210, with an additional £370 for the bench. All Cllrs were in agreement. Cllr Weaver will take delivery of the bench and store it.

Action: Clerk to contact the landowner and place the order for the bench.
vi. To discuss defibrillator request at Jubilee Cross – Lytchett Motors are looking into crowd source funding.
vii. To discuss progress on Community Asset Transfer of Charborough Way Green – no progress to report.
ENVIRONMENT

i. 
Climate Change Action Plan 

a. Grow at Home Scheme – Fourteen Grow at Home packs were requested, leaving one bag of compost and two packs of sunflower seeds remaining. The school were delighted with the sunflower seeds, and the Guides also enjoyed participating in the planting. The total cost of the project was £106. It was suggested that the pre-school may be able to use the remaining compost and sunflower seeds; Cllr Jackson will make enquiries.

ii. 
To discuss the outcomes of the flood resilience open evening – 
The outcomes of the Flood Resilience Open Evening were discussed. Two letters of thanks have been received, and notes from the event were circulated. Councillors commented that the panel were very impressive in responding to questions and that the event was well received.

It was noted as positive news that a Section 19 flood investigation will be carried out for this area. Dorset Council has requested further details regarding flooding incidents, which should be included in the parish newsletter. Flood Wardens also require a more definitive list of properties that have experienced flooding, including Mapperton and Coombe Farm.

There is now a good team of flood wardens. 
Councillors asked for clarification on the definition of a riparian owner, which refers to owners of land adjacent to or containing ditches or watercourses. It was noted that a ditch on Church Street has been built over. Repairs will be undertaken at the end of Newton Road, and a pothole opposite the noticeboard on Rushall Lane should be reported.

Questions were raised regarding the appropriate agency to contact in cases of groundwater flooding. It was noted that both the Environment Agency and Dorset Council need to work collaboratively. Flood Wardens will contact Floodline when flooding occurs. A new template for the Emergency Plan is now available.

Action: Clerk to report pothole on Rushall Lane

Action: Clerk to update Emergency Plan
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT


i. A31 / A350 and Related Matters – Wimborne Road pavements need clearing.

Action: organise meeting with CHO. 
ii. 20mph Speed Limit Application – form submitted
iii. Jubilee Cross / Wimborne Road – ongoing
iv. To discuss request to replace bollards outside the Old School – to add to the list for Community Highways Officer
REPORTS

To receive reports from representatives of the following:

           
 i 
Alms House Charity – works to the bathroom will be planned.
iii. Memorial Hall – kitchen works completed aside from decoration. 

iii
DAPTC – nothing to report
iv. Flood Wardens – a meeting took place on 17th March and the team has grown. Another meeting will take place after Easter. It was agreed that Cllr Fookes’ contact details should be added to the back of the Bridge magazine in her role as Flood Warden Coordinator. This information should also be included in the parish newsletter and highlighted on the website, with a reminder to be issued in October.
v. School – it was noted that the School is improving. 

vi. Speedwatch – no report
vii
Dorset Councillor – see Appendix 2
FINANCE

i. Accounts for payment.  To receive invoices and approve payments as per Schedule of payments. See Appendix 4. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the payments with all in agreement. 
ii. To receive the monthly bank reconciliation– the monthly bank reconciliation, budget report was received, noted, and agreed. The variations in budget were looked at including grants and general repairs. It was noted that money from general reserves should be added to this ear marked reserve once the final end of year accounts are complete.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Sewerage Pollution at Newton Road – A letter was received from a resident regarding sewerage discharging into the Winterborne. This matter has been addressed by Wessex Water.

· Household Recycling Centre (HRC) Booking System – It was noted that the booking system only applies to the Dorchester, Shaftesbury, Sherborne and Wimborne HRCs, where residents are required to book a time slot. Councillors noted that the system is straightforward and easy to use.

· Age Friendly Dorset – This initiative was noted. Details of the associated webinar will be circulated.

· Ward Boundary Review – Cllr Cade has registered to attend the relevant webinar. It was questioned whether the Jubilee Cross area should be included within Lytchett Matravers, as operational services such as refuse collection and postal services are Lytchett-based.

PARISH MATTERS 
· Tree at Charborough Way – the collar will be removed from the tree
· EV Charge Point – a resident queried whether it needs a particular card – it was not thought this was the case but this will be investigated 
· Parish Clerk email – it was noted that the sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk email address will be shut down in May
The Parish Council meeting was suspended at 20.55pm whilst the Planning Committee took place. See minutes 2nd April 2026 for details.

The Parish meeting re-convened at 20.40pm
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 7th May 2026 at 7.30pm
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.55
Signed ___________________________________Chairman 7th May 2026

	
	


Clerks Report 02.04.26

	Minute Number
	Topic
	Action
	Progress

	9th January Minute 8 (iv)
	Environment
	Clerk to query Mapperton Ditch with Community Highways Officer
	This is on the highways works list of jobs for next financial year. 

	9th January Minute 9 (ii)
	Traffic and Transport
	Speed sign on Mill Lane
	This is on the highways works list of jobs

	5th June Minute 7
	Amenities
	Memorial Hall Registration
	All progressing – updated version of the lease received and meeting with the Memorial Hall committee arranged.  

	17th July Minute 7
	Amenities and Facilities
	Electrical box 
	Works complete. 

	17th July Minute 7
	Amenities and Facilities
	Clerk to confirm contractor to replace Maypole
	Quote confirmed with Mark Farwell and he has been asked to source a new pole

	17th July Minute 7
	Traffic and Transport
	To move forwards with 20mph application including online consultation
	Application submitted

	4th September Minute 8
	Playground
	 Clerk to obtain a quote for the playground repairs
	Update received – work to take place shortly.

	4th September Minute 8
	Asset Transfer
	Clerk to contact Dorset Council about the transfer of Charborough Way Green
	The CAT request for Charborough Way Green is now logged with Dorset Council and is being progressed. Advert to publicise intent to transfer the open space has been published.



	2nd October Minute 8
	Millmoor Bench
	Clerk to obtain quote to new bench
	Quote received from Dorset DIY - £210.40 for installation plus £370 for the bench. Proposed to use sturdy L brackets on the sides of the legs & bolt through. Would recommend prepping with a concrete base for the legs.

	2nd October Minute 8
	Jubilee Cross Defibrillator
	Clerk to investigate grant funding towards a defibrillator at Jubilee Cross.
	Lytchett Motors are looking into crowd sourcing possibilities 

	4th December

Minute 9
	Traffic and Transport
	Clerk to report white lines at Church Corner and A31 surfacing.
	White lines raised again with the Community Highways Officer

	8th January Minute 9 
	Traffic and Transport
	Jubilee Cross/Wimborne Road
	Ongoing

	5th February 

Minute 8
	Environment
	Grow at Home scheme to be advertised in newsletter
	14 packs given out. Sunflower seed packs delivered to the school and Guides.

	5th March Minute 4
	Cooption
	Clerk to send ROI form and details of the DAPTC New Councillors Course.
	Complete – awaiting new dates for online new Cllrs course

	5th March Minute 9
	Flooding Meeting
	Organise and publicise Flood Resilience Evening
	Complete

	5th March Minute 10
	Highways
	Report overgrown hedges and drains on Wimborne Road
	Hedges cut back. Pavement still overgrown.

	5th March Minute 15
	Correspondence
	Forward Playing Pitch Strategy to Football Club
	Complete

	Other
	
	Bronze Award
	Application submitted 




 Upcoming Training

DAPTC AGM – 30th May

Appendix 2 – Dorset Councillor’s Reports

Community Governance and Local Services

· 82 councillors agreed for Dorset Council

· Public consultation starts in September regarding ward boundaries 

Infrastructure and Highways

· Requests for further capital proposals to move from temporary fixes to long term improvements

· Highways asked to increase frontline capacity for faster urgent repairs

· Four major highway improvement schemes underway including Dinah's Hollow and Ferry Bridge

Flood Management and Resilience

· Section 19 Flood and Water Management Act investigations underway due to scale of recent events

· Wider review planned to understand causes and system pressures

· Scrutiny committee preparing to review flood responses and identify gaps

Trading Standards and Community Safety

· Trading Standards securing closure orders on shops selling illegal products

· Support provided for retrofitters and compliance improvements

Other

· Plans underway to meet Harry Bessant regarding Mill Lane bridge safety.

· Permission granted for 50 Churchill Close at Committee

Appendix 3 - Finance

[image: image1.emf]Schedule of Payments March payments ratified April

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Barclays Account Fee £8.50 £0.00 £8.50

Vodafone March Phone Bill £30.00 £5.00 £25.00Direct Debit

Alison Clothier March Salary £1,330.24 £0.00 £1,330.24Standing Order

£1,368.74 £5.00 £1,363.74

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Alison Clothier

March expenses - mileage and Zoom subscription and 

cartridge £101.11 £7.78 £93.33

Transfer

Dorset County Pension Fund Clerks Pension for  March £392.70 £0.00 £392.70

Transfer

HMRC National Insurance and Income Tax March £274.07 £0.00 £274.07

Transfer

Dorset Council Churchill Green Grass Cutting 25/26 £3,217.26 £536.21 £2,681.05

Transfer

2800488531

TGS Grass Cutting £613.00 £0.00 £613.00

Transfer

2

Sturminster Marshall Memorial HallRent of Rooms £128.25 £0.00 £128.25

Transfer

SMMH5217

Cllr Jackson Equipment for Grow at Home Scheme £72.42 £0.00 £72.42 Transfer

£4,798.81 £543.99 £4,254.82

Payments made

Payments to be made
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Bank Reconciliation at 30/0312026

Cash in Hand 01/0412025

ADD
Rocelpls 0110412025 - 30/032026

SUBTRACT
Payments 0110412025 - 3010312026

A | CashinHand 300312026
(per Cash Book)

04.772.03

10267677

107448.80

7563083

121,800.07

Cash n hand per Bank Statemens

Pety Cash 30032026 000
Natwest - Current Account 300312026 000
Natwest - Business Reserve. 300312026 000
Barclays Curent 30032026 2548552
Barclays Savings 30032026 710076
cota 300312026 2522369

Less unpresented payments.

Plus unpresented rocoipts

8 | Adusted BankBalance

12180897

121,809.97

12180897

A=B Checks out OK





