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	STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council on Thursday 5th June 2025 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall
Present: Chair Cllr S Cade, Cllr H Palmer, Cllr M Steel, Cllr H Fookes, Cllr Jones, Cllr J Jackson, Cllr L Purtill 
Also in attendance: Mrs A Clothier (Parish Clerk), Dorset Councillor W Chakawhata.
Apologies – Members of the Council.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr L Seare 
dECLARations of interest
Cllr Jackson declared an interest in item 7 (viii)
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC – 

There were 2 members of the public present.

· Silent Soldiers Installation:
A query was raised regarding the status of the Silent Soldiers installation. It was suggested that a village competition be held to design a base for the figures. The site has now been cleared, and wildflower seeds have been sown.

· A31/Dullar Lane Crossroads Safety Concerns:
Concerns were raised about the safety of the A31 and Dullar Lane crossroads, a route frequently used by both walkers and cyclists. The hedges in this area are overgrown and poorly maintained, significantly reducing visibility and increasing the risk of accidents. The A31 is a busy road, and numerous accidents have already occurred at this junction.

A petition signed by 50 residents has called for action. Suggestions included removing or substantially lowering the hedges and implementing a strict, ongoing maintenance schedule. It was clarified that the A31 is managed by National Highways, while Dullar Lane falls under the responsibility of Dorset Council. There are three landowners involved.
POLICE REPORT
A letter has been written to David Sidwick regarding the lack of police presence at the Open meeting. A motorbike was reported riding on the Green. Issue with youths at the last Parish Council Meeting. Reported to UKPAC
MINUTES

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 1st May 2025 were approved as true record of the meeting.
MATTERS ARISING

A report from the Clerk which had been circulated and is attached to these minutes as Appendix 1. Ongoing issues from the Clerks Report are:

i. Memorial Hall Registration
ii. EV Charge Point
AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

i. Playground – all in a good condition. The basket swing is now repaired. There is a high amount of litter. The seesaw has been investigated and parents have been told that this piece of equipment is for older children. The annual playground inspection will take place in June.
ii. Churchill Close Green – 
a) To confirm signing of licence with Football Club – The licence agreement with the Football Club has been signed. However, an email has been received raising concerns about the storage of the railings, as the Club currently has no available storage. Field Dairy was suggested as a possible solution or Corfe Mullen Town Council may also be able to assist. It was confirmed that the railings will have to be removed. 
b) To discuss the electric box within the Play Area- The electric box has not been used for several years and is currently electrically isolated (no live supply). Several options were discussed:

Option 1 – Leave the box in place but tidy it up with rubbing down and painting.

Option 2 – Remove the box entirely and bury the dead cable underground.

Option 3 – Relocate the box to the perimeter fence line (noting potential for vandalism and the need to consider future expansion of the play area).

The area could be repurposed for additional play equipment.
Option 3 was ruled out due to safety concerns.

Action: Cllr Jones to obtain formal quotes for Options 1 and 2.
Action: Cllr Jones to get quotes for Option 1 and Option 2.
iii. Refurbishment of benches and noticeboard – A quote of £1,336 has been received, which includes replacement slats. The benches are concreted into the ground. Online comparisons for new benches show no cost advantage. This was proposed by Cllr Fookes and seconded by Cllr Purtill with all in agreement.
iv. Trees and Maypole – Two quotes were received for tree work:

Quote 1: £1,500

Quote 2: £480

Action: Clerk to ensure both quotes are comparable.
Cllr Palmer proposed to move forwards with Quote 2 providing that this is a comparable quote and this was seconded by Cllr Steel with all in agreement.
Regarding the Maypole: the weather vane replacement is ongoing, as is the replacement of the Maypole itself. 

v. Memorial Hall – Contact details for a living descendant of the original trustee have been obtained. This matter can now progress.
vi. Silent Soldier – The proposal to hold a competition to design a base for the statues was well received. However, further discussion with Highways is needed due to the structure being placed on the verge. Poppies will be planted at the site.
Action: Clerk to contact Highway about a base for the statues
vii. To receive feedback on BBQ on the Green – Two emails were received expressing concerns about loud music and inappropriate language during the event. There was also concern that the current site is too small and that the event runs too late into the evening. It was suggested that future events finish by 9:00 PM.

Additionally, Railway Drive was closed except for access for 12 hours.
Action: Clerk to write to Dorset Council outlining the complaints received and copy in the event organisers.
viii. To discuss the safety of the garages on Churchill Close – Concerns have been raised regarding the risk of fire the wooden garages.
Action: Clerk to contact Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue for advice.
ix. Johnnies Ditch Hedge – The hedge between Waldon Cottage and Johnnies Ditch will need to be reduced in height once the nesting season has ended.
Action: Clerk to contact Greenscape to arrange the work.
ENVIRONMENT

i. Climate Change Action Plan – 

a) EV Charge Point
The installation of the EV charge point is ongoing. The connection to the metering is still awaited from SSE.

b) "Grow at Home" Scheme
As part of the Climate Change Action Plan, it was proposed that the Parish Council launch a "Grow at Home" scheme by distributing fruit and vegetable seeds to residents. The project could involve collaboration with the local school to encourage children's participation. A drop-in session could be arranged to gauge potential uptake and interest from residents.
Action: Cllr Jackson to develop a feasibility plan for the scheme.
Action: Clerk to include the initiative in the Parish newsletter 

ii. Litter Bin on Station Road
Following feedback from the recent Open Meeting, a new litter bin has been proposed for the corner of Railway Drive. This would be the most effective site as there is already a bin located inside the shop. 
Action: Clerk to obtain a quote for the new litter bin and seek confirmation from Dorset Council that they will include the new location in their collection schedule.
An additional community litter pick was proposed for 4th October.
Action: Clerk to advertise the event and inform residents that litter pickers are available for loan from the Parish Council.
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT


i. A31 / A350 and Related Matters
The following issues were discussed:

Road Closures: The closures of High Street and Mill Lane were noted
A31/Dullar Lane Junction: This junction was noted as being particularly dangerous. It was agreed that a joint meeting should be arranged with Dorset Council and National Highways to discuss safety improvements. It was suggested that a 40mph speed limit be introduced to the Roundhouse Roundabout. A concern was raised about how difficult it is to hear electric vehicles as a cyclist or pedestrian, highlighting safety issues.

Roundhouse Roundabout Maintenance: A request will be made to enquire about grass cutting and maintenance at the Roundhouse Roundabout.

Missing Sign: The cow warning sign on Mill Lane has gone missing and should be reported for replacement.

ii. Installation of "Please Slow Down" Signs
Dorset Council has advised that Newton Road is the only location currently suitable for the installation of "Please Slow Down" signage. Installation would require a post and the estimated cost is £400 + VAT. 
Action: Clerk to find out where to locate the sign on Newton Road
iii. North Dorset Trailway
Progress is being made on the North Dorset Trailway. A Pegasus crossing is being proposed near the water works to accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, and equestrians.

iv. 20mph Speed Limit Application
With Community Speedwatch having been active for 12 months, it is now possible to apply for a 20mph zone. Potential locations discussed included:

· High Street

· Railway Drive

· Station Road

· Newton Road

· Churchill Close

Action: Clerk to confirm whether these areas meet the criteria for a 20mph speed limit application.

v. Jubilee Cross / Wimborne Road
A meeting with Highways has been scheduled for Friday 20th June to discuss concerns relating to Safety at Jubilee Cross and lowering the speed limit in Wimborne Road.

REPORTS

To receive reports from representatives of the following:

           
 i 
Alms House Charity – It was noted that the roof works have not yet commenced, 

despite the deposit having already been paid.

ii
Memorial Hall – The Memorial Hall held its AGM on 3rd June. A new Chair and 


Secretary were elected. Grant applications are currently in progress, and refurbishment 

of the kitchen is under consideration. The tree located outside the Hall is due to be cut 

back.

iii
DAPTC – meeting with Larger Towns and Parishes on 20th June. To Check

iv.
Flood Wardens – The Environment Agency (EA) has expressed concern about the rising 

groundwater levels on the village side of the bund. Data monitored at Maggs Bridge 

indicates that the groundwater was last at a low level in June 2022. Much of the current 

analysis is desk-based. There is encouragement for the development of wetlands to 

assist with water management.



The flooding issues at Bakers Arms Roundabout were discussed; the problems are 

linked to high tides and can only realistically be resolved by raising the level of the road.

v.
School – There are now three new governors, meaning the governing board is at full 

capacity. A new, more user-friendly school newsletter has been introduced. 


Investigations are ongoing into the possibility of providing wraparound care.

vi.
Speedwatch – Nothing to report
vii
Dorset Councillor – Numerous enquiries have been received regarding parking outside 
the Premier Shop; unfortunately, there is currently no resolution. Planning 
enforcement has confirmed it will not be pursuing issues related to deliveries at the 
Churchill Arms site.


A note of thanks has been sent to Cllr Nick Ireland for his service.

Concerns were also raised about ducks being run over on Straight Mile.

FINANCE

i. Accounts for payment.  To receive invoices and approve payments as per Schedule of payments. See Appendix 3. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the payments with all in agreement. 
ii. To receive the monthly bank reconciliation, and budget report – The monthly bank reconciliation and budget report were received, noted, and agreed. It was agreed that at the November Finance Meeting, the designated reserves should be reviewed, and an Investment Strategy considered. The corrected bank reconciliation for March 2025 was also noted
iii. To discuss advertising of grants for 2025/26 – It was agreed that the Clerk will write to previous grant recipients and advertise the availability of grants for 2025/26 in the Parish newsletter.
INTERNAL AUDIT

i. To receive the report from the internal auditor – The internal auditor’s report was received, reviewed, and noted. It was agreed that the NatWest accounts will now be closed. This was proposed by Cllr Purtill, seconded by Cllr Steel, and unanimously agreed. The internal auditor also advised that the Parish Council should continue to operate under the Income and Expenditure accounting basis.

EXTERNAL AUDIT 

i. To confirm there is no conflict of interest with BDO – it was confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with BDO and the form was signed.
ii. To approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 Cllr Palmer proposed to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 and this was seconded by Cllr Jackson with all in agreement. RESOVLED to APPROVE.

iii.
To approve the accounting statements for 2024/25 Cllr Steel proposed to approve the 

Accounting Statements for 2024/25 and this was seconded by Cllr Jones with all in 

agreement. RESOLVED to APPROVE

iv.
To confirm the period for the Exercise of Public Rights The Exercise of Public Rights was 

confirmed for 11th June – 23rd July. It was noted that an explanation of actions taken to 

address comments raised by BDO last year will be sent with the AGAR.
POLICIES
i. 
To adopt Standing Orders – Cllr Fookes proposed to adopt the Standing Order and this was seconded by Cllr Palmer with all in agreement.
ii. 
To adopt Financial Regulations – Cllr Steel proposed to adopt the Financial Regulations and this was seconded by Cllr Purtill with all in agreement.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Poole Water Recycling and Transfer Scheme – The scheme is currently in its initial stages and is not expected to commence for another five years. A representative from the project will attend the September Parish Council meeting to provide further information.
· Active Places survey – A response has been submitted to the survey.
· Sewer Renovation Works – Wessex water will be lining and sealing the sewers during the summer
PARISH MATTERS 
· Issues with the boundary on the Trailway, which have been reported.
· Request sent to Rights of Way that the sign on Moor Lane be cut back

· Stocks Green – parking and repair of Stocks

Action Clerk write a letter to Brigadoon and to action repair of the stocks.

The Parish Council meeting was suspended at 21.28pm whilst the Planning Committee took place. See minutes 5th June 2025 for details.

The Parish meeting re-convened at 21.51pm
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 17th July 2025 at 7.30pm
There being no other business the meeting closed at 21.51
Signed ____________________________________Chairman 17th July 2025

	
	


Appendix 1

Clerks Report 05.06.25

	Minute Number
	Topic
	Action
	Progress

	18th July 2024 Minute  7 (i)
	Play Area
	Repair of playground equipment


	Timber treatment now completed. 

	18th July 2024 Minute  8 (ii)
	EV Charge Point
	Progress registration of Memorial Hall

Progress EV Charge Point near Air Ambulance Recycling
	The contact details of the living descendent of the original trustees have been obtained so this can now move forwards. 

Work began week of 19th May on the groundworks. It will be a further 6-8 weeks before the EV charge point is installed.

	5th September Minute 16 
	Correspondence 
	Clerk to ask Dorset Council for a new litter bin at Cliff Arch
	Ongoing – this is being monitored by Dorset Council

	3rd October Minute 10 iii
	Reports
	Clerk to investigate Microsoft 365
	Complete. 

	3rd October Minute 14
	Parish Matters
	Clerk to write to Rob Smith at Aster about replanting trees
	An email to Aster has been sent and acknowledged but no response given.

A second email has been sent and acknowledged.

	9th January Minute 8 (iv)
	Environment
	Clerk to query Mapperton Ditch with Community Highways Officer
	This is on the highways works list of jobs

	9th January Minute 9 (ii)
	Traffic and Transport
	Clerk to arrange meeting about speeding on Mill Lane
	Slow signs to be painted in the road 

	3rd April Minute 7 
	Amenities
	Clerk to ask per permission to site litter signs
	3 signs are installed. Permission has been granted for the 2 lampposts.

	3rd April Minute 7
	Amenities
	Clerk to contact Dorset Council to ask for permission to tidy up area opposite the war memorial.
	The gardening group have begun work on this piece of land and will install the statues.

	
	Highways 
	Contact Dorset Council regarding Please Slow Down signs
	The following response was received:

Thank you for your interest in the Please Slow Down trial.  

It would be possible to use one of these signs on the approach to village on Newton Road, if there is an appropriate location.  Looking at Google Street View, it looks like there is not an available post to install the sign.  You would need to pay for one to be installed, we can get a quotation for this.  It is likely to be around £350/400+VAT.

Milll Lane would need a traffic survey to show a sign is required.  I think it is very unlikely to meet criteria, as the road layout keeps the entry speeds low.  However if you wish to proceed, the first step would be to get a speed survey done, so we can see if there is an issue there.  Surveys cost £295+VAT for the first site and then £200+VAT for each additional site monitored at the same time, in the same area

	Other
	
	
	


Training Completed

Upcoming Training

[image: image1.emf]Schedule of Payments May payments ratified June

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Vodafone May Phone Bill £30.00 £5.00 £25.00Direct Debit

Dorset DIY Repair of benches on Churchill Close Green £1,696.67 £0.00 £1,696.67Transfer JB00432

Information Commissioner  Data Protection Fee £52.00 £0.00 £52.00Transfer

Alison Clothier May Salary £1,299.98 £0.00 £1,299.98Standing Order

£3,078.65 £5.00 £3,073.65

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Alison Clothier Mileage and expenses - zoom, paper £45.43 £2.60 £42.83 Transfer

Dorset County Pension Fund Clerks Pension for May £380.38 £0.00 £380.38

Transfer

HMRC National Insurance and Income Tax May £263.17 £0.00 £263.17

Transfer

Sutcliffe Play Treat Timber on Crows Nest Swing £282.00 £47.00 £235.00

Transfer

7488

Greenscape Countryside Ltd Grass Cutting £508.00 £0.00 £508.00

Transfer

546

JoJu Solar Installment for installation of EV Charge Poing £6,299.42 £1,049.90 £5,249.52

Transfer

20592

Alison Clothier Reimbursment for Microsoft 365 business £138.24 £23.04 £115.20

Transfer

G089572552

DAPTC Annual Subsciption £935.05 £0.00 £935.05

Transfer

INV 0115

Sturminster Marshalll Memorial HallRent of Rooms £23.75 £0.00 £23.75

Transfer

SMMH4963

DAPTC Final year of email address £47.75 £0.00 £47.75 Transfer INV 0166

Alan Breakwell Internal Audit £650.00 £0.00 £650.00 Transfer

£9,573.19 £1,122.54 £8,450.65

Payments made

Payments to be made


[image: image2.png]Sturminster Marshall Parish Council

Prepared by oate:

2 208 0252000

Approved by oate:

Bank Reconciliation at 3110512025
Cashin Hand 010472025 477208
00
Receipts 010412025 - 310502025 203458
15620659
susTRACT
Payments 011042025 - 31052025 1952135
A | cashintana st0siz025 19128524
per Cash Book)
(Gash in and pr Bank Statements
patty Cash vosiaoas 000
Natwest - CurrentAcsount vosiaoas 10000
Natwest - Business Raserve nosiaoas 0z
Barclays Curent nosiaoas. 7585655
Barclays Saings vosiaoas. 024759
14820047
Less unpresertad payments 801923
Tr.28526
Plus unproseniedrocapts
5 | Adusted Bank Batance 137,28820
A=B Checks out OK





