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Sturminster Marshall | Design guidance and codes

1. Introduction

Through the Government’s
Neighbourhood Planning
Technical Support Programme
led by Locality, AECOM has been
commissioned to provide design
support to Sturminster Marshall
Parish Council.

The support is intended to provide
design guidance and codes based
on the character and local qualities
of the area to help influence
residential developments.

1.1 Purpose of this document

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
has sought to develop a set of design codes
guiding any future development in the
Neighbourhood Area.

The National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF; 2021, paragraph 127) states that
“Neighbourhood planning groups can play
an important role in identifying the special
qualities of each area and explaining how this
should be reflected in development, both
through their own plans and by engaging in
the production of design policy, guidance
and codes by local planning authorities and
developers.”

Whilst this report covers the whole of
Sturminster Marshall Parish, its focus

will be on development in Sturminster
Marshall Village where the majority of future
development will be concentrated.

1.2 Process

The stages of production for this document
are outlined here:

STEP 1

Meeting with the group and site visit.

STEP 2
Urban design and local character analysis.

STEP 3

Preparation of the design principles,
guidelines and codes to be used to inform
the design of the Neighbourhood Area and
future developments.

STEP 4

Draft report with design guidelines.

STEP 5

Submission of a final report.

AECOM
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1.3 Area of study

Sturminster Marshall is 3 miles west of
Wimborne Minster and 7 miles north west

of Poole in Dorset. The village lies on the
south bank of the River Stour where itis
joined by the River Winterborne. The outlying
settlements of Newton Peveril, Alimer and
Mapperton are in the Winterbourne valley,
whilst Henbury and Jubilee Cross extend to
higher ground on the southern side of the
Stour valley.

Two main roads intersect in the parish: the
A31 trunk road running east to west and the
A350 running north to south.

Although people have lived in and around
Sturminster Marshall since Mesolithic

times, the core of the present village was
established in the twelfth century, when the
parish church (St Mary's) was established.
The churchin Almer (also St Mary's) was built
at about the same time, as was White Mill
Bridge, an important crossing over the Stour
and said to be the oldest bridge in Dorset.

For several hundred years, the parish was
essentially an agricultural community, but
the coming of the railway in 1860 provided
the impetus for the opening of a milk factory,
which later became the largest milk and
cheese factory in Europe. The site of the
railway station and the cheese factory is now
an industrial estate.

In recent years, Sturminster Marshall has
become much more of a dormitory village
but changing work patterns and a wider
range of employment opportunities may
influence the development of the parish in
the future.

Figure 1: Housing with thatched roofs within the Sturminster
Marshall Conservation Area

Figure 2: Open fields for agricultural use around the village
AECOM
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1.4 Planning policy and
guidance

National policy and guidance

As the National Planning Policy Framework
(paragraph 126) notes, “good design is a key
aspect of sustainable development, creates
better places in which to live and work and
helps make development acceptable to
communities”.

National and local policy documents can
provide valuable guidance on bringing about
good design by ensuring development

is both fit for purpose and able to build
sustainable, thriving communities, as well

as by providing specific design guidance to
inform design codes and masterplanning
activities. Developers should refer to these
key documents when planning future
developments in Sturminster Marshall.

The following national policy documents
and best practice guidance have informed
the design guidance within this report.

2021 - National Planning Policy
Framework

DLUHC

Development needs to consider national level
planning policy guidance as set outin the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
and the National Planning Policy Guidance
(NPPG). In particular, Chapter 12: Achieving
well-designed places of the NPPF stresses the
creation of high-quality buildings and places
as being fundamental to what the planning and
development process should achieve. It sets
out a number of design principles that planning
policies and decisions should consider ensuring
that new developments are well-designed and
focus on quality.

Lo o oL
Corrmunis &
Lo Gaararont

Hatiansl Planning Polcy Framewon

2021 - National Design Guide
DLUHC

The National Design Guide illustrates how well-
designed places that are beautiful, enduring
and successful can be achieved in practice. It
sets out ten characteristics of well-designed
places including: context, identity, built form,
movement, nature, public spaces, uses, homes
and buildings, resources and lifespan. The
Guide also reinforces the National Planning
Policy Framework's objective in creating high
quality buildings and places. The document
forms part of the government planning practice
guidance.

Mational Design Guide

AECOM



Sturminster Marshall | Design guidance and codes

2021 - National Model Design Code
DLUHC

The National Model Design Code provides
guidance on the production of design codes,
guides and policies to promote successful

and good quality design. It expands on the ten
characteristics of good design set out in the
National Design Guide and should be referred to in
the development of design codes at the local and
site masterplan level.

MNational Model
Design Code

10

2020 - Building for a Healthy Life
Homes England

Building for a Healthy Life is the government-
endorsed industry standard focused on twelve
design considerations for creating a successful
built environment that promotes wellbeing.

The previous version of the document, Building
for Life, was adopted by East Dorset Council
(now Dorset Council) as supplementary planning
guidance in May 2009.

Building for a Healthy Life

8 g Pttt bt PR, BTSSR, Pt st b b e 5

Manual for Street 1 (2007) and 2 (2010)
Department for Transport

There are two volume of Manual for Streets.
Development is expected to respond positively

to the Manual for Streets, the Government's
guidance on how to design, construct, adopt and
maintain new and existing residential streets. It
promotes streets and wider development that
avoid car dominated layouts and encourage active
travel.

Manual For Street 2: Wider Application of the
Principles was launched in 2010 in London. It is
designed to be read alongside the original Manual
rather than to supersede it.

AECOM
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Local planning policy context

All Neighbourhood Development Plan
policies must be in general conformity with
the strategic policies of the adopted Local
Plan and should have regard to emerging
Local Plan policies.

Local planning policies can provide design
parametres tailored to the context of the
development and supported by local
analysis. Therefore, it is vital that both

the adopted and emerging local planning
policies are considered in the event of

future development in Sturminster Marshall.

The following local planning policy
documents and evidence base have
informed the design guidance within this
report.

1

2014 - Christchurch and East Dorset
Local Plan Part 1 - Core Strategy

Christchurch Borough Council and East
Dorset District Council

The adopted Development Plan for Sturminster
Marshall includes the ‘'saved’ policies of the East
Dorset Local Plan and the Christchurch and East
Dorset Local Plan Part 1 Core Strategy. Together
the 'saved’ policies of the Local Plan and the
adopted Core Strategy sets out the planning
strategy for the area to 2028.

Policy HE2 requires the design of development
in Christchurch and East Dorset to be of high
quality, reflecting and enhancing areas of
recognised local distinctiveness with regards
to its layout, site coverage, architectural style,
scale, bulk, height, materials, landscaping, visual

impact, relationship to nearby properties and
mature trees. Design should accord with the
Countryside Design Summary and have regards
to the East Dorset Urban Design Guide.

Policy LN2 states that the design and layout of
new housing development should maximise

the density of development to a level which is
acceptable for the locality. A minimum density

of net 30 dwellings per hectare is encouraged
unless this would conflict with the local character
and distinctiveness of an area.

Policy RAT1 allocates 3.3 hectares of land at

Bailie Gate for employment uses, including

the provision of significant landscape buffers
alongside the countryside edges of the site and a
sustainable drainage system.

13 R e s,
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2002- ‘Saved' policies of the East
Dorset Local Plan

East Dorset District Council

‘Saved' policy SM3 of the East Dorset Local

Plan allocates Land at Station Road, Sturminster
Marshall extending to 3.5 Ha as public open space
for sport pitches, including supporting amenities
and car parking. It also requires a substantial tree
and shrub planting as part of the development to
provide screening to the Industrial Estate to the
south.

Policy DES11 requires development to respect or
enhance their surroundings with regards to form,
materials; lighting; landscape planting; means

of enclosure of roads, cycleways, footpaths and
parking areas; and the relationships of buildings
and property boundaries to theses spaces.

AT LN

Biatus of Polcies in Be
Hawt Doren Locai Fian (3983)

12

1999 - Countryside Design Summary
SPD

East Dorset District Council

The East Dorset Countryside Design
Summary SPD provides a detailed analysis

of the key landscape, settlement and building
characteristics of rural settlements, including
Sturminster Marshall, in East Dorset. It aims to
identify the key features that contribute to the
distinctiveness of each locality to influence the
design of new development. This design guide
has had regard to the key features identified in
Sturminster Marshall by the Countryside Design
Summary SPD.

Countryiide
Dresign
Summary

2007 - Landscape Design Guide SPD

East Dorset District Council

The Landscape Design Guide SPD sets out the
key design principles for landscaping in residential
areas of East Dorset. This includes the provision,
planning and design of public open space; the
retention of existing green infrastructure; and, key
design principles of general features including
surfaces, planting, boundary treatment and
highways. It also requires the landscape design
of residential schemes to consider the level of
maintenance required and promote long term
stewardship.

Desipn Requinements
for Landscaping
Resichential drees

s,
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2020 - Guidance Notes for Emerging - Dorset Local Plan smaller settlements nearby and develop its role
Waste Storage for Residential to provide facilities for everyday needs including
Developments Supplementary Dorset Council new employment opportunities in 2018. This will
Planning Guidance . _ be supported by development including housing

Dorset Councilis currently preparing a new and the retention of a clearly defined edge inset
Dorset Council Local Plan to replace the adopted Local Plan. within the Green Belt.

The emerging Local Plan will guide development
The Guidance Notes for Waste Storage for in Dorset up to 2038. The Options Consultation Draft Policy STMR1 allocates Land at Bailie
Residential Development produced by Dorset took place between January and March 2021, Gate for employment development as a key
Council set out the detailed provision and with the draft Local Plan expected to be employment site. The development of the site
design requirements of waste storage facilities submitted for examination in April 2025. should be guided by a detailed development
for all residential development proposals. It , . brief based on the following principles:
seeks to ensure adequate provision is made Draft Policy ENV7 requires development o o
for the safe and efficient storage, collection proposals, excluding those without external v Provisier o Signiiosnt Ereseepe ouiiers
and management of waste, including through alteration, to clearly demonstrate the design alongside the countryside edges of the site.
recycling rationale of the scheme as to how the principles A drai " _

. rainage strategy to mitigate any potential

of good design set out in Figure 3.5 have been
addressed through the consideration of the
site and its wider setting. Only development
proposals that are of high quality and that follow

Guida tes fo o : :
ml:ide::;r:“m,:mmm the principles of good design and placemaking, * Acomprehensive travel plan including the

impacts arising from the surface water flood
risk and flood risk from the nearby River
Stour.

including through recognising the opportunities
to improve the character and quality of an area
and the way it functions, will be supported.

It is expected that a Dorset Council Design
Supplementary Planning Document will be
produced alongside the emerging Local Plan.

support of regular bus services and scope
to provide pedestrian and cycleway links
towards village facilities.

Volume 2 of the emerging Local Plan envisions
Sturminster Marshall to act as a focal point for

13 AECOM
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Draft Policy STP2 allocates Land at Station Road
for housing development:

* The development should provide effective
mitigation of its impact on the adjacent
fishing lakes including the provision of
open space between the built form and the
southern boundary.

* Theboundaries of the site with the existing
Bailie Gate Industrial Estate and the A350
should include effective mitigation of noise
and other amenity impacts.

* The site will be required to provide
pedestrian and cycle links to link to the
existing network of footpaths to enable
residents to access facilities and services in
the village.

Draft Policy STP3 allocates Land at Springfield
Farm for residential development:

* Development of the site will need to include
an appropriate drainage strategy to minimise
risk associated with the River Winterborne
and other sources of flooding. Development
should include a positive frontage to the
flood zone.

14

e The site will be required to provide
pedestrian and cycle access to link to
the existing network of footpaths and to
enable residents to access facilities and
services in the village. This should include
improvements to the North Dorset Trailway.

Draft Policy STP4 allocates Sturminster Marshall
Golf Course for housing development:

*  Provision of significant landscape buffers
alongside the countryside edges of the site
will be required.

* The development should provide effective
mitigation of its impact on the adjacent
fishing lakes including the provision of
open space between the built form and the
southern boundary.

* The site will be required to provide
pedestrian and cycle access to the village's
facilities. The rural form of the Wareham
Forest Way should be respected within the
design of the development.

Conservation Areas in East Dorset -
Sturminster Marshall (2006), Almer
(2005) and Mapperton (2005)

East Dorset District Council

These three documents highlight the special
qualities that underpin the character of the
conservation areas, justifying its designation.

It also seeks to increase awareness of those
qualities so that where changes to the
environment occur, they do so in a sympathetic
way without harm to the essential character of
the areas.
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2. Neighbourhood area context analysis

This section outlines the

broad physical, historic and
contextual characteristics of the
Neighbourhood Area (NA).

2.1 Surrounding context

Sturminster Marshall is a rural village, lying
between the River Stour to the north and
the A350 to the south west. The village

is in a countryside setting and is situated
between two large country estates (one
belonging to the National Trust and one
to Drax). The village is also inset with the
South East Dorset Green Belt. There are
also smaller hamlets within the Parish
boundary which are Jubilee Cross, Almer
and Mapperton.

The Cranborne Chase & West Wiltshire
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
is located just north of the NA and to the
south (of the A31) is part of the Charborough
Registered Park and Garden (RPG).

16

Within and surrounding the NA, there are
Ancient Woodlands and Public Rights of
Way (PRoW).

The more northerly parts of the village fall
within the flood plain of the River Stour. The
River Winterborne flows from the southwest
to join the Stour just to the north of the
village. The southern parts of the village

are on gently rising ground above the flood
plain. The A350 which passes through this
part of the village is a main route from Poole
to Bristol and the north-west.

The northern part of the village, north
of King Street and including the Market
Place and the church, is designated

as a Conservation Area. There are

also Conservation Areas at Almer and
Mapperton.

The village has a range of facilities including
two shops, school, village hall, the Old
School used for village events and a number
of areas of public open space, one of which

provides sports pitches and a children’s
play area (Churchill Close), and the other an
informal riverside open space (Walnut Tree
Field), Sturminster Marshall Golf Course and
Charborough Ways.

AECOM
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= Figure 05: The Churchill Arms, former pub

Figure 06: A two- storey property with thatched roof within the
Sturminster Marshall Conservation Area

Figure 07: Finger postin the village

Figure 08: A footpath along route of old railway near the village

Figure 09: Bailie House built with red brick and sash windows
with chimney stacks

17 AECOM
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2.2 Movement strategy

Sturminster Marshall has developed in

a triangular manner from the church on

a north-south axis by Newton Road and
Dullar Lane/Station Road/ High Street. Most
residential development have formed along
permeable streets and cul-de-sacs such

as Railway Drive and Jubilee Way. This has
resulted in a dense network of streets.

There are public footpaths running in and
south east of the village. PRoW E53/20 and
Wareham Forest Way both diagonally cut
across the village. PRoW E53/18 stops just
at western boundary of the village at King's
Street.

The village is served by a bus service,
connecting the neighbourhood area to
Blandford Forum, Wimborne and Poole.

20

The A350 which passes through the south
western part of the village is a main route to
Bath and the M4.

The A31 which is located south of the village
provides links to Southampton to the east
and Dorchester to the west, and is the main
Folkstone to Honiton trunk road.

There is a National Cycle Network Link

- NCN 25 - which runs north west of the
village and NA boundary. This is part of

a 59-mile route that connects Longleat
stately home in Wiltshire to Bournemouth.

::. :- :. ..__, L, I'i
Figure 13: Footpath in the Sturminster Marshall Conservation
Area

AECOM
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2.3 Conservation Areas

There are three conservation areas
within the Neighbourhood area such
as Sturminster Marshall, Almer and
Mappington Conservation Areas.

Sturminster Marshall Conservation Area

The Conservation Area forms part of the
northern tip of the original settlement
pattern. It begins as Church Street, then
branches off into Front Lane and Back Lane
respectively before joining again further

to the south west at Market Place, where it
continues southwards as Kings Street.

Flanking Front Lane is Market Place
containing the village maypole. These
linked triangular greens form the single
most distinctive feature of the village. The
flat, grassy spaces are enhanced by some
huge oaks and chestnuts. Each has its own
identity, formed by some interesting old
buildings that overlook them.

Most of the buildings that contribute
towards the character of the Conservation
Area are sited adjacent to, and facing onto,

23

the road or very close to it. This feature,
together with the dominance of front
boundary hedges and the absence of
formal pavements, reinforce the historic
street-pattern and strengthen the rural
character of the village.

Enclosure within the Conservation Area

is reinforced by curves and bends in the
narrow village streets, the effect of whichis
to close views and create an introspective
character. At the eastern and western ends
of both Front Lane and Back Lane the
roadways are very narrow and enclosed,
causing pinch-points that enhance village-
scape quality. Other pinch-points occur on
the sharp bend opposite Church Farm at
the northern end of Church Street, and the
Market Place.

Modern housing tends to be sited behind
front gardens, often screened by hedging.
Whilst this differs from the historic pattern
of development, the garden spaces and
screening effect of the vegetation introduce
a softer character to the Conservation Area.

Three phases of building can be clearly
identified in the Conservation Area:
cottages, mostly thatched, dating from the
seventeenth century; Victorian brick and
slate villas, which stem from the opening of
the railway; and postwar housing, mostly
since 1960.

The predominant building materials found

in the traditional buildings comprise soft
orange-red brick or render under slate

or thatched roofs. Plain clay tiles are less
common, but where they do occur they

do not appear out of place. There are also
isolated examples of Bridgewater tiles, black
weather-boarding and heath-stone.

The old, thatched cottages feature narrow
building spans, low ridges and low eaves.
Some have walls of brick and some are of
cob construction. ‘Walden Cottage' in Back
Lane, a single-storey with attics cottage
dating from the 17th century, still retains its
timber frame on the front elevation'.

1. Conservation Areas in East Dorset, Sturminster

Marshall, SPG 13, 2006

AECOM
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Almer Conservation Area

The hamlet of Almer lies on the northern
edge of the Drax Estate, off the A31, in
the parish of Sturminster Marshall and
comprises St Mary's church, Almer Manor
and West Almer Farm.

The main approach to Almer is from the A31.

There is an attractive view of Manor and
Church from the main road, visible between
the boldes of the roadside trees.

At the north side of the limes is an attractive
pond which is more apparent in winter when
the water level is high and foliage is absent.

The approach from Mapperton follows
a narrow hedge-lined lane, that emerge
directly in front of the church entrance.

The boundaries of the Conservation Area
are drawn to include much of the setting
of the important listed buildings. Thus the
fields immediately to the north and north-
east are included, together with Legg's
Clump and Manor Wood.

24

The traditional materials used are ironstone
rubble, limestone bands, weatherboarding,

brick construction, flint, tile, stone slate and
plain tile roof 2.

Mapperton Conservation Area

The hamlet lies at the bottom of a shallow
dry valley, north-west of the course of the
River Winterborne. Low hills border the
settlement on its north and south sides. The
hamlet is approached either directly from
A31 from the south, or indirectly via Almer,
from the north-east. The southern approach
climbs a low hill before descending to the
village.

Mapperton Conservation Area boundaries
extend approximately one field depth
around the village as this area clearly forms
its near setting. The conservation Area
includes the important trees which lie on the
two approaches to the village and those on
the hillside to the south-west, which from

part of backdrop to the village.

2. Conservation Areas in East Dorset, Almer, SPG 01, 2005

The majority of materials use within

the hamlet are Georgian windows,
lichen-covered wall, brick, vertical
weatherboarding, hipped dormer, tiled roof,
stone slate?.

3.Conservation Areas in East Dorset, Mapperton, SPG 08,
2005

AECOM
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Figure 16: Adjoining buildings with thatched roof and casement
windows

Figure 17: Thatched buildings with the mix of painted brick and
timber

Figure 18: St Mary the Virgin Church, a Grade II* listed building
on Church Street

Figure 19: Sturminster Marshall War Memorial which is a Grade Il
listed building situated in the junction of High Street and Market
Place

25 AECOM
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2.4 Landscape and open space
network

The NA is characterised by large flat, open
fields with field boundary trees and hedges.
Overall there are seven landscape character
areas within the neighbourhood area which
are River Terrace, Chalk River Valley Floor,
Valley Pasture, Open Chalk Downland, Chalk
Valley and Down Land, Rolling Wooded
Pasture and Lowland Heathland' to the
north of the village is the Cranborne Chase
& West Wiltshire Downs AONB and to the
south west Charborough RPG. The western
portion of the NA comprises Green Belt
land. There are also small areas of ancient
woodland in and around the NA.

The undeveloped part of the NA is adversely
affected by the presence of the busy A350
and the A31 trunk road and the 400kv
overhead pylon line. Fields are large but

of irregular shape, tree cover is sparse,
confined largely to field boundaries.

1. East Dorset Landscape Character Assessment, 2008

28

Sturminster Marshall Golf Course and a
series of large fish farm lakes lie to the
east of the village. There are small areas
of woodland to the east and west of the
settlement boundaries.

To the north there is are religious

grounds and a local nature reserve that

is bounded by the River Stour. Located in
the central part of the settlementis a large
area consisting of sports pitches (with
Sturminster Marshall First School and its
adjoining play area just to the south west).
Charborough Way green sits in the southern
end of the site and there is some open
space Apart from these, much of the green
space across the village can be found in
private residential gardens.

There are lots of veteran trees situated in
the north of the village including Yew and
Walnut.

Figure 22: Open fields outside the settlement

Figure 23: Afootpath (also the former railway line) in the green
space around the village AECOM



KEY

Neighbourhood Plan Area
Boundary

River Terrace

Chalk River Valley Floor
Valley Pasture

Open Chalk Downland

Chalk Valley and
Downland

Rolling Wooded Pasture

Lowland Heathland

]
=
.
I
—
I
=

Road networks

Figure 2'|4: Landscape character assessrﬁent

map |




Sturminster Marshall | Design guidance and codes

2.5 Topography and flood risk

There are parts of Sturminster Marshall that
have low levels of flood risk from surface
waters and high level of flood risk from sea
and rivers. The surrounding area of the
village has a medium to high risk level from
both the River Stour and the Winterbourne.
Especially when both rivers are at a higher
level the risk of flooding increases.

The northern and north western part of the
village is designated as Flood Zone 3, where
there may be a high risk of flooding, such as
Newton Road and King's Street. There are
also small areas under Flood Zones 2 and 1,
with medium to low flood risk, such as Back
Lane and the northern end of Church Street.
These northern and north eastern parts

of the village are considered to be areas
benefiting from flood defenses'.

Springs are in several places, and they fill up
occasionally in both the village itself and the
more rural areas. Flooding occurs when the
general water table reaches the surface in
more low-lying areas.

1. https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/flood-
zone-
30

Most of the village has a largely flat
topography is located 0-20 Above
Ordnance Datum (AOD) whilst further south
and west in the NA this gradually increases
up to 60 AQOD.

Figure 26: The River Winterborne

AECOM
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3. Character study assessment

Following on from the analysisset 3.1 Defining the character
out above, this part of the report areas

focuses on the different Character . .

ey . . The different areas are characterised by
Areas within the NelghbourhOOd variations in topography, movement, views ) . )
Area. and landmarks, green space and landscape CA4. Sturminster Marshall Historic

cover, public realm, streetscape, built form Core
and architectural details.

CA3. Churchill Close

The Neighbourhood Area has ten Character
Areas (see Figure 30), which have been
defined with the group, and are shown
opposite.

35 AECOM
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CA1.Blandford Road Land Use

Pattern Of
Development

Building
Line/Plot
Arrangement

Boundary
. P : Treatment

The Blandford Road character area is

located at a crossroad along Sturminster’s Heights &
key arterial routes; Blandford Road / Poole Roofline
Road and station Road / Dullar Lane.

Public Realm

Materials

38

Apart from a scattering of farm buildings to the south of Dullar Lane and Poole Road,
the prominent land use in this character area is residential.

The areais located at a crossroad on the A350 along Sturminster's key arterial routes;
Blandford Road / Poole Road and station Road / Dullar Lane. Properties are arranged in
a linear pattern on either side of the road along Blandford Road and Dullar Lane to allow
for natural surveillance along both roads, providing a sense of safety for pedestrians.
Houses are typically detatched or semi-detatched.

Buildings within the character area are set back from the road (between 5 and 10
metres) with generous front gardens and on plot parking. Building lines are generally
consistent, following the linear Blandford Road with subtle variations due to different
degrees of setback and front garden sizes. Well-vegetated front gardens enhance the
rural character to the area which is further emphasised by the gaps between buildings
opening up to views towards the countryside.

Natural landscaping are dominant boundary treatments along both Blandford Road
and Dullar Lane, enhancing the rural character of the area. The hedges are not too high
which allows for overlooking onto the street from properties. Hardscaped elements,
such as low brick walls and wooden fences also feature.

Houses within the character area are 1-2 storeys, allowing a gradual phase down

in height into the countryside. Rooflines are largely consistent and common roof
typologies include pitched and gabled roofs. Other roof types, such as cross-gabled
roofs also feature. Many properties have dormer windows and most have chimney
stacks projected from the centre or sides of the roof, adding subtle variation to
rooflines.

While Blandford Road is quite busy, there are footpaths either side of the road but are
narrow in width. Using these footpaths is relatively dangerous due to heavy traffic flow
on A350. Properties to the west of Blandford Road and north of Dullar Lane are set
against aback drop of open fields and countryside.

Walls are typically red brick or off-white render and some of the older buildings have
architectural detailing on them as well, mostly consisting of red and yellow brick
patterns to frame doorways. Flint stone facades also feature on some properties,
which are paired with red brick. Common roofing materials include red and grey clay
tiles and grey slate, some with red clay tile ridges.

AECOM
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Images

Figure 32: Blandford Road with fields adjacent (source: Google
Streetview)

Figure 33: Intersection at Blandford Road with signages for road
users (source: Google Streetview)

Figure 34: The residential character of the character area
(source: Google Streetview)

Figure 35: A new-build designed to blend with the surrounding
existing residential character (source: Google Streetview)

Figure 36: Houses with front gardens facing onto Blandford
Road (source: Google Streetview)

39 AECOM



Sturminster Marshall | Design guidance and codes

Railway Drive is located in the heart of
the village just off Station Road. Itis an
estate style development with a leafy feel

to it because of the front gardens and the
Charborough Way Green.
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Images

Figure 37: Typical red brick house within the Railway Drive
estate

Figure 38: Typical cul de sac with on plot side parking within the
character area
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Figure 39: Boundary treatmentin the area
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Figure 40: Footpaths are in place to allow for enhanced
connectivity between parts of the estate

41
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CA3. Churchill Close Land Use

Pattern Of
Development

Building
Line/Plot
Arrangement

- Boundary
el o Treatment

Churchill Close is a part of the parish that
was originally developed onin the 1920s
and has since grown between then and the
1970s. Another key aspect of the character
areais the large green space in the centre
of it, which has a play park and football goals

Heights &
Roofline

Public Realm

Material
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The Churchill Close character area is predominantly high density residential
development with a public green space in the centre where there are football fields.
The Sturminster Marshall Village Hall is located at the heart of the area.

Properties along Churchill Close are organised in a linear pattern, mostly fronting onto
the recreation ground. Properties around the Green are typical examples of post-

war development within the village. Buildings are predominately terraced and semi-
detached which creates a higher density of between 25 and 35 dwellings per hectare.
There are some examples of detatched houses along the eastern end of Ball's Lane.

Building lines are uniform in this character area, as a result of the predominantly
terraced typology - creating continous frontages that frame the recreation ground.
Plot sizes are regular in size, with small front gardens but longer back gardens.
Properties fronting onto Ball's Lane have slightly smaller plots. Where there are cul-
de-sacs, such as Reeves Orchard and Churchill Close, buildings are arranged in a
cluster around the road. Plot sizes are also typically smaller on cul-de-sacs.

Boundaries within the character area are typically defined by low brick and flint stone
walls or vegetation such as low shurbs, hedges or grass verges. These create clear
delineation between public and private realms.

Buildings in the area are mostly 2 storeys in height, the terraced and semi-detached
typologies lead to continuous rooflines. There are also some examples of bungalows
in the area. Roofs are typically gabled and are built with red or brown clay tiles.
Chimney stacks are common for properties in the area and typically project from

the centre of roofs. Although uncommon, dormer windows also feature on some
properties, adding variety to the otherwise uniform rooflines.

The public realm is dominated by the large green area which is in the centre of the
character area. The large open spaces is also equipped with a play area and football
pitches for local sports teams. Large grass verges with street trees are also typical in
the area, which enhances the streetscape. A section of Churchill Close (adjoining to
High Street) is a tree-lined with large grass verges, creating a pleasant streetscape
that frames views towards the central green space in the character area.

Red brick and white render are typical facade materials used for housing within the
character area built in the 1900s. There are also examples of properties that deviate
from the prevailig red brick and white render styles, through incorporating unique
stone patterns on facades - contributing to the character of the area.

AECOM
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Figure 41: Playing fields which is the centre point of the
character area

Figure 42: Road with grass verges, allowing for a greener feel
inthe character area.

Figure 43: Example of properties facing onto the road in
Churchill Drive, which is good for natural surveillance

Figure 44: Parking court next to the village Hall and the
recreation ground

Figure 45: Tree lined section of Churchill Close within the
character area
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CA4. Sturminster Marshall Historic
Core

The Conservation Area, which was
designated in 1987, is the part of
Sturminster Marshall's historic core

that contains most of the parish's listed
buildings. This area includes the northern
part of the village that includes the village
greens and the Church, together with parts
of Kings Street as far south as Stour Lodge
and Cottmans.

44

Land Use

Pattern Of
Development

Building
Line/Plot
Arrangement

Boundary

Treatment

Heights &
Roofline

Public Realm

Materials

Most of Sturminster Marshall's historic core is made up of residential units, there are
also other uses - such as the Red Lion Inn pub and St Mary's Church. The Old School - a
learning hub located on Church Street.

Similar to many British villages, the main settlement of the village started around the
village green, and has since expanded down Kings Street. The development pattern

is linear with properties fronting onto Church Street and Back Lane, creating a strong
sense of enclosure - which is further reinforced by the curves and meanders of narrow
village streets with occasional gaps allowing views to the countryside.

The buildings setback in the area varies depending on ages of properties (from early
C19th to late C20th. There is a smaller setback for older properties, as these often front
directly onto streets. There is also a mix of detached, semi-detached and terraced
houses. All of these lead to a variety in plot profiles and building lines. Terraces set on
traditional narrow burgage plots create a more uniform building line along the eastern
part of Church Street. This is in contrast with semi detached and detached properties
on Back Lane and the western part of Church Street, where plot sizes are larger and
building lines are staggered.

This part of the village has a very leafy feel to it, resulting from the wide use of
hedgerows, trees and shrubs as boundary treatments. Low brick walls and timber gates
are also used throughout the character area. There are also properties that retained
original iron railings as traditional boundary treatments, these are often paired with
hedgerows and low shurbs.

Houses in the conservation area do not exceed 2 storeys. Rooflines are varied
depending on typology of houses, terraces tend to provide more uniform rooflines.
Typical roofing styles include pitched and hipped roofs with red or brown clay tiles, and
some examples of thatched and grey slate roofs. Chimney stacks and dormer windows
are also common.

Roads are narrow in the conservation area with ample use of street trees, reinforcing

a strong sense of enclosure and the area'’s rural character. Pinch points as a result of
narrow village streets create views, adding diversity to the local perspective. The small
triangular village greens on Church Street serve as distinctive local historical features.
Non-existent pavements mean that pedestrian safety is undermined, however, this
layout contributes to the historic street pattern and rural character of the conservation
area.

Red brick and white render are typical materials used on properties, many of these have
architectural detailing. Timber frames and weatherboarding are also featured. Painted
wooden doors along with green facades are also common in the conservation area.
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Images
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Figure 46: St Mary's Church and the churchyard

Figure 47: Adjoining thatched cottages with chimney stacks

Figure 48: Listed thatched cottage within the character area

Figure 49: One of the village greens with a telephone box and
local signage

Figure 50: Detached housing looking onto a green space within
the conservation area

AECOM
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CAb. Station Road Land Use

Pattern Of
Development

Building
Line/Plot
Arrangement

Boundary
Treatment

Heights &
Station Road is located to the south of Roofline

the village, with large detached houses

on one side and large green open space
on the other. Station Road also situates a
convenience store and two cul-de-sacs.

Public Realm

Materials
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The land use in the Station Road area is predominantly residential, however there is
also a small supermarket and arable farmland to the east of Station Road.

Development along Station Road follows a linear pattern with properties facing onto
the street. Building frontages are appropriately set back from the road (5 to 7 metres),
there are examples of on street car parking. On street parking is an issue along
Station Road and High Street, resulting in congestion during peak hours.

Building lines are comparatively uniform as a result of consistent levels of setback
and similar housing typologies of semi-detatched and detached along the street.
Plots are moderately sized throughout the character area, giving properties a well-
sized front and back gardens which also serve as driveways for some properties.

Low brick walls and hedgerows are common boundary treatment elements in the
character area. Wooden fences and metal railings also feature in some properties.
Front gardens are decorated with ample of landscaping - such as trees, shrubs, grass
lawns and flowerbeds, contributing positively to the streetscape.

Buildings are mostly 2 storeys in height, creating a largely consistent roofline with
subtle variation as a result of different levels of setback and roof profiles. There are
also some examples of bungalows. Typical roof typologies include pitched and
hipped roof, with red and brown clay pantiles. Grey slate roofs with architectural
ridge tiles and finials also feature on some properties. Red brick chimney stacks are
common in the character area, either projected from the centre or the sides of roofs.

There are relatively narrow pavements on both sides of the road, pedestrian safety
can be anissue as a result of fast traffic speeds. On street parking is common in

the character area, which often leads to congestion during peak hours. Trees and
hedegrows from gardens enhances the general streetscape. Houses to the north of
Station Road front onto long views towards open fields to the east of Station road.
Long lines of hedgerows and trees bordering the fields also add to the greenery of
the character area.

Red brick and white render are prevailing materials used in properties. Many
properties have porches at doorways.

AECOM
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Figure 51: Co op super market at the hearth of Station Road
with some car parking spaces (Source: Google Streetview)

Figure 52: Cul-de-sac development on Sheriden Way off High Street

Figure 53: Terrace houses with off-white rendered facade and
small front gardens, Station Road.

AECOM
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The area originally developed along the high street in a linear pattern, with cul-de-

sac developments in later years. Properties address the street with their fronts with
Pattern Of appropriate setback. There are also properties on High Street that front directly onto
the street with no setback, these are reflective of the traditional development pattern of
the village. There is a mixture of on-plot and onstreet parking along High Street. A range
of housing typologies, including semi-detached, detached and terraces, feature across
the character area.

Development

Natural landscaping features, such as hedgerows and trees are commonly used as
boundary treatments - enhancing the rural setting of the area. Landscaping is often
Boundary paired with hardscaped elements, such as low brick walls and wooden fencing to

The Sturminster Marshall High Street Treatment provide clear delineation between public and private spaces. Rear of properties are
is the spine of the village, running from also buffered by rich landscaping, providing a gradual transition into the surrounding
the conservation area all the way to the landscape setting and golf course.

industrial estate. The houses in the area are
predominantly early 19th century with some
modern house types comprising back, and
infill development.

Narrow footpaths and grass verges are common along High street. Richly landscaped
Public Realm front gardens contribute significantly to the green streetscape. However, narrow
footpaths present as a safety issue for pedestrians.
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Figure 54: Housing with thatched roof, white rendered
facade and paired with a red brick front porch along the High
Street.

Figure 55: Example of one of the modern developed cul-de-
sacs

Figure 56: Speed humps in the High Street area to control
traffic

Figure 57: Low brick wall boundary treatment along the High
Street

Figure 58: Thatched cottages fronting directly onto the road
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CA7. Bailie Gate Industrial Estate

In the south-east of the village there is an
industrial estate which is host to a variety of
different companies. It is located just off the
roundabout that joins High Street, Station
Road and Railway Drive.

50

Land Use

Pattern Of
Development

Building
Line/Plot
Arrangement

Boundary
Treatment

Heights &
Roofline

Public Realm

Materials

Land use within the site is almost exclusively employment due to it being an industrial
estate. There is a cafe within the estate. A pharmacy and chiropodist clinic is located
along High Street.

Industrial warehouses with medium to large sized building footprints are arranged
along the former railway line along the character area’s southern edge. Much of

the development occupies the northern portion of the character area closer to the
village, provide a large gap serving as buffer between the estate and the surrounding
countryside.

The large industrial units are set facing the roads within the estate on large plots, with
differing sizes of parking courtyards and delivery bays. This resulted in an irregular
building line in the character area.

The estate is surrounded by trees and hedgerows which creates a buffer between
the predominantly hardscaped environment and the surrounding countryside. Within
the character area the boundary is defined by the car parks and metal fencing (which
protects stock and other company assets). Some landscaping is provided to buffer
between the primary school and the indsutrial estate.

The industrial sheds are typically 7.5 metres in floor to ceiling height. Variation in roof
styles (including pitched and flat roofs), levels of setback and orientation of buildings
lead to an inconsistent roofline. Roofing materials are mostly of corrugated iron
panelling, typical of industrial warehouse units, and some brick buildings have brown
clay tile roofs.

Much of the public realm is taken up by hardscaped delivery bays and car parking,
there are some trees and hedgerows along the edges of the estate to soften
boundaries with the adjacent golf course and open fields. Some of the parking
courtyards are buffered by landscaping to soften their hardscaped impact on the
streetscape. There are no designated pavements within the estate, making walking
less desirable and safe. There is a small green space on the south-western corner of
the estate which borders High Street and Bridge Street. A larger green field is located
to the east of the industrial estate.

Most industrial sheds and warehouses are built with steel, making them highly
durable. Some of the warehouses are built with a combination of red brick with
corrugated iron panelling - with some painted in colours such as green, teal and
brown, whilst others are solely built with red or buff brick. Grey cladding also appears
on a couple of warehouse buildings on the site.

AECOM
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Images

Figure 59: Metal railings being used as boundary treatment
(source: Google Streetview)

Figure 60: On street parking within the industrial estate (source:
Google Streetview)
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Figure 61: Roundabout access point to the industrial estate
(source: Google Streetview)

Figure 62: Storage area wit