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This is the collective name we have applied to three connected areas of mown grassland
bounded by Kings Street, Front Lane and Back Lane: Timber Green (LGS4A), Stocks Green
(LGS4B) and Maypole Green (LGS4QYafalgar Green (LGS4D) is a small triangular

grassy verge at the junction of Church Street and Back Lane. As part of the Sturminster
Marshall Conservation Area these greens are bordered by some of the oldest buildings in the
village.

These greens have a number of specimen oak and horse chestnéntie®s these mature

trees are those planted to commemorate the centenary of the Battle of Trafalgar (on Trafalgar
Green), Queen Victoriabds Diamond Jubil ee ( Ma
coronation (Stocks Green). Timber Green, as the name imme$onmerly used for storing

timber. Close by Stocks Green is Johnnies Ditch, a location where drovers used to take stock

to drink from the river: the site has been recognised as of special value within the

conservation area by Sturminster Marshall Pagisbincil.

Meeting the criteria

The greens are areas of permanent grassland with a number of broadleaf plant species in the
heart of the old village and, because they are bounded by roads, are readily accessible.

The setting within the conservation ageal the presence of mature trees mean that Maypole
Green and Stocks Green/Timber Green have a high visual amenity value. A differential
mowing regime, leaving some areas uncut, means that more species are able to flower and a
greater range of vegetatiorights provides suitable conditions for a greater diversity of
invertebrates.



These areas all have obvious historic and cultural valsigiseyrelate to historic use and
custom. The emblematic maypole on Maypole Green is still used for annual magpaiegd
by pupils of the village First School.

The scenic value and the historical connections qualify these sites for inclusion as Local
Green Spaces. They are already registered as Common Land.

Characterisation

These greens fall within the MGEdlium perenneCynosurus cristatyscommunity of the
National Vegetation Classification. It is a common community of cirogutral, damp,
fairly fertile soils in lowland England.

Maypole Green, Stocks Green and Timber Green are treated as a single usit in thi

characterisation.

Indicative list of flowering plants present.

Lolium perenne
Agrostis stolonifera
Festuca rubra

Poa pratensis

Poa annua

Poa trivialis

Bromus hordeaceous
Holcus lanatus
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Ranunculus repens
Bellis perennis
Plantago lanceolata
Achillea millefolium
Lamium purpureum
Medicago lupulina
Geranium mbe
Geranium pratense
Trifolium repens
Cerastium holosteoides
Rumex acetosa

Runex obtusifolius
Rumex conglomeratus
Heracleum sphondylium
Anthriscus sylvestris
Allium vineale

Viola odorata
Hypochoeris radicata
Taraxacum officiale
Veronica chamaedrys

Perennial Rygrass
Creeping Bent

Red Fescue
Meadowgrass

Annual Meadow grass
Rough Meadowgrass
Soft Brome

Yorkshire Fog

Sweet Vernagrass
Creeping Buttercup
Daisy

Ribwort Plaintain
Yarrow

Red Deadnettle

Black Medick

D o v dootranesoill
Meadow ®Hanebs
White Clover
Common Mousear
Common Sorrel
Broadleaved Dock
Clustered Dock
Hogweed

Cow Parsley

Wild Onion

Sweet Violet
Common -e&rat 6s
Dandelion

Germander Speedwell



In addition, Maypole Green has three pedunculate Qalkercus robuytrees, Stocks Green
has 3 oaks and one Hor€kestnut Aesculus hippocastangrand Timber Green has one
Horse Chestnut.

Market Place, comprising Maypole Green, Stocks Grg

Name ofLocalGreen Space and Timber Green

Location / Grid reference ST9490020 & ST949002

Size (in hectares) 0.24

A within Yes
Sturminster Marshall |A immediately adjoining

SRS W WEEEE village A outside (specify distance)

L - . Local recreational and cultural value
Reasorsite identified for review

A public open spac& |A commonland / permissive

eeeesollly A footpaths / bridlewayg A clear views into site

Informal recreation. Three areas of mown grass with
commemorative trees, a maypole (bearing the village

SRR LEEEE R Elsel e emblem of a water rat) and a set mfproduction stocks

Qualities High / Med | Notes / Explanation
/ Low

As part of the Sturminster Marshall
Conservation Area these greens are
Landscape quality importance (eg in bordered by some of the olddauildings in
key view from a public area) the village, whilst the specimen trees
provide an air of seclusion

The greens have high cultural significan
as they relate to historic use and custom
Historicor cultural significance H The emblematic maypole on Maypole
Green isstill used for annual maypole
dancing by pupils of the First School.

Recreational valuécan include places Quiet areas within the Conservation Are

valued for their tranquillity) M
The areas are of mown grass, affording
Wildlife value L little wildlife value, though the trees do
give some structural and biological
diversity.




Any existing development consea?

No

Landowner details (if knownand any
feedback (once contacted)

Sturminster Marshall Parish Council (Common land)

Public interest(if evidenced eg local
YFNRASYRAQ 3INER dzLW

These greens (together with the very much smaller
Trafalgar Green) are within the conservation area anc
have memorial trees

Other notes
eg links to footpath network, boundary
definition etc,

Trees on these greens commemorate the centenary o
0KS . FGGES 2F ¢NF FFEIFN
5AFY2YR WdzoAf SS dal 8Lt §
coronation (Stocks Green

Stocks Green & Timber Green




Maypole Green

Trafalgar Green



LGS5: The Old Railway Line
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This site is part of the old trackbed of the former Somerset & Dorset Railway line and
provides a connection between Newton Road and Railway Drive. Currently it is an isolated
section of the North Dorset Trailway. It is hoped that in the future connectonse made

with sections leading northwards to Spetisbury and seasitwards to Corfe Mullen. The site
consists of a footpath, verge and hedgerows providing habitat for a range of common species.
Meeting the criteria

The site is within the villageneelope and readily accessible from both ends.

From its elevated position it does give views across the fields of Springfield Farm and out
towards Newton Peveril.

Its cultural and historic significance lies in the fact that it is part of the formerasagystem.

It is not of especially high wildlife value, though the combination of trees, shrubs and verge
vegetation does make a useful contribution to the overall biodiversity of the parish.

The site is welused by walkers and dog walkers.

The combintion of features above make this location suitable for designation as a Local
Green Space.

Characterisation



A wide, bare earth path on the top of an embankment.

The embankment carries a variety of trees and shrubs, mainly Syc#uere (

pseudoplatanys Hawthorn Crataegus monogynand Field MapleAcer campestiewith

smaller numbers of AstF(axinus excelsigr Wytch EIm Ulmus glabrg, Rowan(Sorbus
aucuparig and Cherry PlumRrunus cerasifera Also present is a patch of Cypress
(Cupressussp.).

Much of the area below the tree cover is relatively bare, with patchy distribution of a number
of species which are locally dominant:

Hedera helix vy

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle

Arum maculatum Cuckoopint
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine
Veronica hederifolia lvy-leaved Speedwell
Dactylis glomerata C o c #obts
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oagrass
Rubus fruticsus agg. Bramble

Geum urbanum Wood Avens

Other species include:

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed

Bellis perennis Daisy

Allium triquetrum Threesided Leek
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rumex crispus Curled Dock

Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock

Primula vulgaris Primrose

Lamium album White Deadnettle
Galium aparine Cleavers

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel

Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris

Viola odorata Sweet Violet
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb
Poa pratensis Meadowqgrass

Poa annua Annual Meadowgrass
Poa trivialis Rough Meadowgrass

Brachypodium sylvatum  False Brome
Pentaglottis sempervirens Alkanet

Veronica agrestis Green Field Speedwell
Vicia sativa Common Vetch
Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome

Some garden escape species are also present such as Spanish bluebell and cultivated varieties
of Primula and yellow archangel.



At the northern end of the railway line, where a slope has replaced the former steps, early
successional plants are found oa #xposed chalk fill of the embankment. These include:

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle

Rubus fruticosuagg. Bramble

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb
Primula vulgaris Primrose

Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Taraxacum officinalis Dandelion

Fragaria vesca Strawberry
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Galium aparine Cleavers

Geranium molle D o v do0t<Lranesoill
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Holcus lanatus Y orkshire Fog
Dactylis glomerata C o c #oots
Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle
Crepis biennis Rough Heardk 6 s
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove

Trifolium repens White Clover
Trifolium pratense Red Clover
Lotuscorniculatus Bi r-fodh Brefoil
Vicia hirsut Hairy Tare

Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock
Centaurea nigra Knapweed

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Hedera helix vy

Linaria purpurea Purple Toadflax (garden escape)

Together with seedlings of Aesculus pseudoplatanus (sycamore) and young plants of
Crataegus monogyn@awthorn)



Name ofLocalGreen Space

Old Railway Line

Location / Grid reference

SY945998 t&Y947996

Size (in hectares)

0.62

Settlement to which it relates

Sturminster Marshall
village

A within Yes
A immediately adjoining
A outside (specify distance)

Reasorsite identified for review

Heritage value as part of defunct Somerset & Dorset
Railway, recreational value and wildlife

Accessibility

A public open spac¥
A footpaths / bridleways

A commonland / permissive
A clear views into site

Current useand general description

Currently used as a footpath connecting two parts of

village

Qualities High / Med | Notes / Explanation
/ Low
Landscape quality importance (eg in L
key view from a public area)
Historicor cultural significance M Historical value as part of old railway
system
: . A quiet walking area within the main bod
Recreational valugcan include places : .
valued for their tranquillity) M of the village. It forms part of a link to the
d more extensive trailway to North Dorset
A footpath, verge and hedgerows
providing habitat forma range of common
Wildlife value M species and providing a link to more
extensive linear features towards
Spetisbury
Any existing development conseg? Yes / No NO

Landowner details (if knownand any
feedback (once contacted)

Owned by Dorset Council and managedh®s/ Dorset

Countryside Team

Public interest(if evidenced eg local
WFNASYR&Q 3N dzLJ0

Other notes
eg links to footpath network, boundary
definition etc,

Part of the, currently discontinuous, trailway




Old Railway Line

Northern End of OldRailway Line
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